ANNUAL  DOG'S  MERCURY, Mtreurialb anmia L.

244. Annual Dog's Mercury, Mercurialis annua L, (X i);
annual and mostly as a weed in cultivated or waste ground;
steins glabrous, with a thick rib running between the nodes and
between the leaf-stalks;
leaves opposite, stalked,
each with a pair of sti-
pules, lanceolate, rather
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irregularly crenate, glab-
rous; stalk with a pair
of minute glands at the
top (A, X J); flowers
unisexual, mostly each
sex on a different plant
(dioecious), sometimes
the two sexes mixed;
male flowers (B, X 2)
numerous, clustered on
long-stalked axillary
spikes; sepals 4, ovate;
no petals; stamens (C,
X 6) several, with 2 di-
vergent rounded loculi;
female flowers sessile or
shortly stalked, axillary,
solitary or 2 or 3 together on separate stalks; sepals as in the
male; no petals; ovary 2-locular, covered on the shoulders by
conical warts, each tipped by a hair; fruit (D, X 2) slightly
2-lobed, tuberculcd; seeds brown, reticulate (family Euplwrki*
aceae).

Though rather a troublesome weed, this plant has an interest-
ing structure, the flowers being of one sex only and usually con-
fined to different plants, and the leafstalks have a pair of glands
(extra floral nectaries) at the apex.

A characteristic feature of the stem is the thick rib which
traverses the intcrnode between each pair of leaves. The two
halves of the anther (ioculi) are quite separate on the likimcnt*
and open by a slit across the top. The pollen, discharge! from
them is conveyed from the male to the female by the wind
i(anemophilous).
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